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the location of the boundary of the Big Blue Wilderness on the
Uncompahgre National Forest as it existed as of the date of

Public Law 96-560.

Signed April 28, 1982
Regighfl Forester



BIG BLUE WILDERNESS

Uncompahgre National Forest, Colorado
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Begiming at a point on the sumnit of Broken Hill (elevation 13,256 feet),
latitude 38°02'35", longitude 107°28'16", Uncompahgre National Forest,
Colorado;

thence nortiwesterly on the hydrographic divide between El Paso Creek ard
Matterhorn Creek, 0.6 mile to the hydrographic divide between an unnamed,
intenmni ttent, southlwesterly-flowing tributary joining Matterhorn Creek at
11,035 feet in elevation and Matterhorn Creek upstream of the confluence with
said tributary;

thence southwesterly on the latter divide 0.4 mile to a point with an
elevation of 12,560 feet;

thence westerly in a straight line 0.7 mile to the confluence with Matterhorn
Creek of an unnamed, easterly-flowing peremnial tributary joining said creek
at 11,320 feet;

thence westerly on the thread of said tributary 0.2 mile to the confluence
with an unnamed, intermmittent, easterly-flowing tributary joining said
peremnial tributary at 11,510 feet in elevation;

thence westerly on the tlread of said tributary 0.7 mile to an elevation of
12,200 feet;

thence westerly in a straight line 0.1 mile to a summit with a contour
elevation of 12,600 feet on the hydrographic divide between Matterhorn Creek
ard North Fork Henson Creek;

thence northerly on said hydrographic divide 0.5 mile to a point on the
hydrographic divide between North Fork Henson Creek and Cow Creek and the
coamty boundary line between Ouray ard Hinsdale Counties;

thence southwesterly on said hydrographic divide and said county boundary

3.0 miles to the intersection of the Uncompahgre National Forest boundary line
on the township line between T.'s 43 and 44 N., New Mexico Principal

Meridian;

thence westerly, leaving said comty boundary, on said township line 3.2 miles
to the nortlwest corner of Section 1, T.43N., R.7W.;

thence southerly on the west line of Sections 1 and 12 of said township
0.5 mile to the intersection of the hydrographic divide between Cow Creek
and Uncompahgre River;

thence northwesterly, leaving said Forest boundary, on said hydrographic
divide 2.6 miles to the intersection of a line 200 feet north of and parallel
to the centerline of Horsethief Trail No. 215;



thence northwesterly on said line 1.7 miles to the hydrographic divide between
an unnaned, perennial, northerly-flowing tributary joining Dexter Creek at
9,430 feet in elevation and all drainsge flowing into Dexter Creek downstrean
fran the confluence with said tributary;

thence northerly on said hydrographic divide 0.9 mile to said confluence;

thence northwesterly in a series of straight line 1.3 miles through points
with the following UIM coordinates:

X éﬁters ) Y §¥eters )

268.000 4.215.755

thence northerly in a straight line 0.4 mile to a sumit with an elevation
of 10,991 feet;

thence northwesterly on the hydrographic divide between Cutler Creek and
Dexter Creek 1.4 miles to the hydrographic divide between two unnamed,
northerly-flowing drainages joining Cutler Creek at 8,710 feet ard 8,730 feet
in elevation;

thence northerly on said hydrographic divide less than 0.1 mile to the inter-
section of a line between corners 2 ard 4 of Mineral Survey No. 17331;

thence easterly in a straight line less than 0.1 mile to the corner No. 3 of
said mineral survey;

thence northerly in a straight line less than 0.1 mile to the corner No. 2 of
said mineral survey;

thence westerly in a straight line between corners 1 and 2 of said mineral
survey less than 0.1 mile to a point on said hydrographic divide;

thence northerly 0.4 mile on said hydrographic divide to elevation 9,000 feet;

thence northerly in a straight line 0.1 mile to a point on the thread of
Cutler Creek with an elevation of 8,680 feet;

thence northerly 0.1 mile on the thread of said creek to elevation 8,600 feet;
thence northerly in a straight line 0.7 mile to the confluence at 8,850 feet in
elevation of two branches of an unnamed tributary that joins Cutler Creek at
8,390 feet in elevation;

thence northerly on the thread of the left branch of said tributary 0.5 mile
to the confluence at 9,340 feet in elevation of two branches;

thence northerly on the left branch 0.6 mile to the 10,200 foot elevation;



thence N5°W, 0.1 mile to the hydrographic divide between Uncompahgre River
and Cow Creek;

thence westerly on said divide 0.1 mile to the lowest point in a saddle at the
head of Andy Creek;

thence nortlwesterly 1.4 miles on the thread of Andy Creek to the Uncompahgre
National Forest boundary on the south line of Section 19, T.45N., R.78W.;

thence easterly on the south line of Sections 19 and 20 of said township
1.8 miles to the southeast corner of said Section 20;

thence easterly, leaving said Forest boundary, on the south line of Section 21,
of said township 0.1 mile to a point on the hydrographic divide between Bear
Gulch and the stream flowing in Cobbs Gulch;

thence southerly on said hydrographic divide 0.2 mile to a sumiit with an
elevation of 9,407 feet;

thence northeasterly in a straight line 0.5 mile to a sumiit with an elevation
of 9,456 feet;

thence due east 0.1 mile to the intersection of the contour with an elevation
of 8,200 feet;

thence southeasterly on said contour 1.1 miles to the intersection of the UM
4,221,424 meter Y coordinate line;

thence southeasterly in a series of straight lines 4.3 miles through points
with the following UM coordinates;

X Meters Y (Meters)
270,250 4,220,714
270,775 4,219,864
271,260 4,219,160
271,200 4,219,085
271,400 4,218,880
271,620 4,219,120
271,645 4,219,720
270,900 4,220,640
270,765 4,220,975

thence northerly in a straight line 0.1 mile the intersection of a line 1,200
feet east of and parallel to Cow Creek Road, Forest Development Road (FDR)
857.2, and the thread of an unnaved, intermittent, westerly-flowing tributary
joining Cow Creek at 8,140 feet in elevation;

thence northerly on said line 1,0 mile to the thread of Red Creek;

thence northerly in a straight line 0.8 mile to a sumit with an elevation of
9,552 feet;



thence N22°W, 0.5 mile to a point on a line 200 feet north of and parallel to
the thread of Courthouse Creek;

thence easterly on said line 2.0 miles to an elevation of 10,000 feet;

thence 3.2 miles in a series of straight lines through points with the
following UMM coordinates:

X ters Y (Meters)
273,145 4,223,920
273,505 4,224,060
273,850 4,224,430
274,845 4,225,430
275,370 4,225,525
275,380 4,225,250
275,230 4,224,995
275,030 4,224,795
274,940 4,224,260
275,010 4,224,030
275,340 4,223,800

thence westerly in a straight line 0.3 mile to the 11,400 foot elevation
on hydrographic divide between West Fork Cimarron River and Red Creek
0.3 mile southeast of Courthouse Mountain, on the boumndary line between
Ouray and Hinsdale Counties;

thence southerly on said hydrographic divide 2.4 miles to the low point of
the saddle between summits with elevations of 12,182 feet ard 12,275 feet;

thence easterly ard northerly, leaving said county boundary, in a series of
straight lines 4.0 miles through points with the following UIM coordinates:

X ters) Y (Meters)
275,990 4,219,970
276,455 4,220,075
276,695 4,219,970
276,705 4,220,490
276,290 4,221,790
276,250 4,222,230
276,285 4,222,825
276,150 4,223,035
276,060 4,223,395
276,150 4,223,640
276,525 4,223,650
277,095 4,223,965



thence easterly in a straight line 0.2 mile to the lowest point in the saddle
on the hydrographic divide between the West and Middle Forks of Cimarron River
between summits with elevations of 12,260 and 12,742 feet at the head of an
unnaped, intemmittent tributary joining Middle Fork Cimarron River at an
elevation of 10,275 feet;

thence easterly on the thread of said tributary 0.7 mile to the intersection
of a line 700 feet west of ard parallel to the centerline of the Middle
Cimarron Road, FIR 861.1;

thence southerly on said line 1.6 miles to the intersection of the UMM
4,221,460 meter Y coordinate line;

thence southerly in a straight line 0.2 mile to a point with UIM coordinate
X 278,865 meters, Y 4,221,180 meters;

thence southerly in a straight line 0.2 mile to a point at elevation 10,960
feet on the thread of an unnamed, intermittent, northeastward-flowing tributary
joining Middle Fork Cimarron River at 10,760 feet in elevation;

thence northeasterly on the thread of said txributary 0.3 mile to the confluence
with said river;

thence northerly on the tlwead of said river 2.0 miles to the confluence at
10,070 feet in elevation with a westerly~flowing, intemmittent tributary;

thence northeasterly in a straight line 0.3 mile to the intersection of the
thread of an unnamed, intemmittent tributary joining Middle Fork Cimarron
River at 10,000 feet in elevation with a line 1,000 feet east of and parallel
to the centerline of Middle Cimarron Road, FDR 861.1;

thence northerly on said line 3.7 miles to the intersection of the UIM
4,230,315 meter Y coordinate line;

thence easterly in a series of straight lines 1.1 miles through points with
the following UIM coordinates:

X (Meters) Y ters
280,615 4,230,255
281,260 4,229,860
281,580 4,229,730
281,880 4,229,830

thence northeasterly in a straight line to the 10,000 foot elevation on the
hydrographic divide between an unnamed, intermittent, westerly-flowing
tributary joining East Fork Cimarron River at elevation 9,210 feet and said
river upstream of the confluence with said tributary;

thence easterly on the top of said divide 0.6 mile to a summit with an
elevation of 11,435 feet;



thence southerly on the hydrographic divide between East Fort Cimarron River
and Little Cimarron River 0.9 mile to the 11,880 foot elevation 800 feet
northeast of a sumit with elevation 12,181 feet;

thence N57°E, 0.8 mile to the thread of the Little Cimarron River;

thence northeasterly in a straight line 0.4 mile to elevation 11,400 feet on
the hydrographic divide between an unnamed, intermittent, westerly-flowing
tributary joining said river at elevation 10,140 feet and said river downstream
of the confluence with said tributary;

thence easterly on said divide 0.4 mile to the hydrographic divide between said
river and Firebox Creek;

thence southerly on the latter divide 1.0 mile to a sumit with a contour
elevation of 12,320 feet;

thence northeasterly in straight lines 1.2 miles through points with the
following UMM coordinates:

X (Meters) Y ters)
286,990 4,228,310
287,715 4,229,260
287,955 4,229,324
288,275 4,229,260

thence southeasterly in a straight line 0.4 mile to a summit with an elevation
of 11,683 feet;

thence northeasterly in straight line 0.5 mile through points with the
following UMM coordinates:

X ters) Y (Meters)
288,940 4,229,160
289,165 4,229,160

thence easterly in a straight line 0.1 mile to elevation 11,400 feet on the
hydrographic divide between Failes Creek and Big Blue Creek;

thence northerly on said divide 1.0 mile to elevation 11,160 feet;

thence easterly in a straight line 0.3 mile to elevation 10,400 on the thread
of an unnamed, intermittent tributary joining Big Blue Creek at elevation
9,690 feet;

thence easterly on the thread of said tributary 0.5 mile to the confluence with
said creek;

thence easterly in a straight line 0.3 mile to a point with UIM coordinates
X 291,600 meters, Y 4,230,495 meters;



thence southeasterly in a straight line 0.2 mile to a summit with an
elevation of 11,061 feet;

thence southerly on the hydrographic divide between Big Blue Creek and
Soldier and Elk Creeks 2.8 miles to elevation 11,900 feet;

thence northeasterly in a straight line 0.3 mile to elevation 11,400 feet on
the thread of north branch of an unnamed, intermittent, easterly-flowing
tributary joining Elk Creek at 9,540 feet in elevation;

thence easterly on the thread of said intemmittent tributary 1.1 miles to the
confluence with said creek;

thence southeasterly in a straight line 0.3 mile to elevation 10,400 feet
on the hydrographic divide separating drainage fram the southeast into Elk
Creek upstream and downstyeam of elevation 9,440 feet;

thence southerly on said divide 0.3 mile to a sumit with an elevation of
10,754 feet;

thence easterly in a straight line 1.0 mile to a summit with an elevation of
10,393 feet;

thence easterly on the hydrographic divide between the stream flowing in
Well Gulch and Lake Fork Gunnison River downstream of the confluence with
said stream, 1.2 miles to the Uncampahgre National Forest boundary on the
east line of Section 15, T.45N., R.4W.;

thence southerly on the east line of Sections 15, 22, 27, and 34 of said
township 3.6 miles to the southeast corner of said Section 34;

thence easterly on the township line between T.45N. and T.44N., 0.1 mile
to the northeast corner of Section 3 of T.44N., R.4W.;

thence southerly on the section line 1.0 mile to the southeast cormer of
said section;

thence westerly on the section line 1.0 mile to the soutiwest corner of said
section;

thence southerly on the west section line of Sections 10 and 15 of said
township 1.4 miles to the intersection of the ttread of Larson Creek;

thence westerly, leaving said Forest boundary, on the thread of said creek
0.6 mile to elevation 9,940 feet;

thence northerly in a straight line 0.25 mile to a sumit with a contour
elevation of 10,280 feet;



thence northerly on the hydrographic divide separating drainage from the
north into larson Creek upstream and downstream of 9,930 feet in elevation,
0.5 mile to a summit with an elevation of 11,402 feet;

thence northerly on said divide and the hydrographic divide between Larson
Creek and Lake Fork Gunnison River 0.3 mile to a sumit with an elevation of
11,482 feet;

thence on the hydrographic divide between the stream flowing in Independence
Gulch and Larson Creek 0.6 mile to a sumit with an elevation of 11,444 feet;

thence N25°30'W, 0.5 mile to the hydrographic divide between said stream and
an unnamed, intermittent, easterly-flowing tributary joining said stream at
10,400 feet in elevation;

thence westerly on said divide through a sumnit with an elevation of 12,045
feet 0.6 mile to the intersection of a line 10 feet north of and parallel to
the centerline of Larson Creek Trail No. 236;

thence southwesterly on said line 0.7 mile to the intersection of a line that
bears S34°E fram the intersection of Crystal Lake-Elk Creek Trail No. 235

and the stream flowing in Independence Gulch;

thence N84°W, 0.3 mile to said trail-stream intersection;

thence westerly on the thread of said stream 0.2 mile to the 12,160 foot
elevation;

thence due west 0.3 mile to a point on the hydrographic divide between said
stream and Larson Creek on one side and Elk Creek on the other;

thence southerly on said divide 0.6 mile to a summit with an elevation of
13,091 feet;

thence westerly on the hydrographic divide between Elk ard Big Blue Creeks and
Nellie Creek 2.1 miles to a sumiit with elevation 13,106 feet;

thence souttwesterly in a series of straight lines 0.6 mile through points
with the following UM coordinates:

X (Meters) Y ggetersz
287,730 4,216,050
287,840 4,215,705
287,730 4,215,490

thence southlwesterly in a straight line 0.2 mile to the thread of Nellie Creek
at 11,440 feet in elevation;

thence southerly on the tlwread of said creek 0.1 mile to the confluence of an
unnamed, intermittent, easterly-flowing tributary joining Nellie Creek at
elevation 11,300 feet;



thence westerly on the thread of said tributary 0.5 mile to its source at the
low point in a saddle 0.6 mile northeast of a summit with an elevation of
13,158 feet;

thence soutlwesterly in a straight line 0.6 mile to said summit;

thence southeasterly in a straight line 0.8 mile to a sumit with an elevation
of 12,039 feet;

thence southeasterly on the hydrographic divide between Pole Creek and Nellie
Creek ard the hydrographic divide separating drainage fram the north into
Henson Creek upstream and downstream of elevation 9,320 feet, 1.6 miles to the
boundary of the Uncampahgre National Forest on the south line of Section 26,
T.44N,., R.5W.;

thence westerly on the south section lines of Sections 26, 27, 28, and 29 of
said township 2.9 miles to the intersection of the hydrographic divide between
FE]l Paso Creek and Henson Creek;

thence nortlwesterly, leaving said Forest boundary, on said divide 1.4 miles to
the point of beginning;

Containing the following acreages:

Gunnison County 16,854 acres
Hinsdale County 50,443 acres
Ouray County 31,288 acres

TOTAL 98,585 acres

Acreage figures were computed from the latest approved survey plats and/or
protraction diagrams.

Elevations refer to 1927 North American Datun, The above described area has
been plotted on, and elevations determined from, the following US Geological
Survey Colorado 7-1/2 mirute quadrangle maps (with indicated publication
dates), which are attached hereto and made a part hereof:

Dallas 1963
Courthouse Mountain 1963
Sheep Mountain 1963
Alpine Plateau 1963
Lake City 1963
Uncampahgre Peak 1963
Wetterhorn Peak 1963
Ouray 1955



