


BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

SANDY WILD AND SCENIC RIVER, UPPER PORTION 

CLACKAMAS COUNTY, OREGON 
 
 
This legal description and the attached map dated December, 2012, of the Sandy Wild and 
Scenic River, Upper portion are on file in the office of the Chief of the USDA Forest Service and 
are as generally described in Public Law 100-557.  This description is a metes and bounds 
description beginning at the Southwest corner of Section 26, Township 2 South, Range 7 East 
Willamette Meridian and proceeds in a counter-clockwise direction around the exterior of the 
Wild and Scenic Boundary to the point of beginning.  Where the boundary is described as 
following a topographical feature, the actual location of the feature will control the approximate 
course identifying that part of said boundary.  Township, and Range lines, as well as Section and 
subdivision corners established under the United States Public Land Survey System, shall 
determine the actual location of these portions of the boundary so described.  Township, range 
and section captions are descriptive and not exclusive.  Section subdivision lines and corners will 
be established under the rules of the United States Public Land Survey System and the current 
“Manual of Instructions”.  The point of transition between “Recreational” and “Wild” portions of 
the river occurs where the thread of the Sandy River intersects the section line between sections 
15 and 22, Township 2 South, Range 8 East W.M.  A line drawn perpendicular to the thread is 
drawn from this intersection to the exterior boundaries (Southwesterly and Northeasterly). 
 
The mapping base for the Sandy Wild and Scenic River, Upper portion is the USFS Land Status 
Record System and other local corporate data sets.  
 
Coordinates (Latitude and Longitude) were derived through using ArcGIS and should be used 
only as a guide in locating any physical features described.  Coordinates are approximate; any 
positioning technique that creates a true location within 10 feet horizontal of the stated 
coordinate is acceptable for the cited coordinate position. The true boundary location of any 
coordinate position relative to a cited feature or boundary shall be the intersection of that feature 
with a line normal to the feature passing through the coordinate.   
 
The distances shown in the description are Ground Distances.  Coordinate values are Geographic 

(DD.MM.SS.ss) and are based on the North American Datum of 1983.  The Sandy Wild and 

Scenic River, Upper portion covers approximately 3610 acres, more or less (2684 acres of which 

lies within the recreation segment).  
 
Public Law 100-557 designated a 12.4 - mile segment of the Sandy River, Upper portion from its 
source at its headwaters to its intersection with the Mt. Hood National Forest boundary.  The 
most accurate mapping information now available shows that legislated river segment to be 11.4 
river miles.  The herein described designated corridor has a calculated total area of 3610 acres, 
for an average of 317 acres per river mile. 
  



Sandy Wild and Scenic River, Upper portion 
 

 

T.2S., R.7E., W.M. 
 

Section 26 

 

Beginning at the Southwest Section Corner of Section 26; 

thence easterly along the section line between sections 26 and 35, approximately 1000 feet to the 

intersection with the Mount Hood Wilderness (1978 Addition) Boundary; 

thence northeasterly along the Mount Hood Wilderness (1978 Addition) Boundary to the 

intersection with the section line between sections 26 and 25; 

 

Section 25 

 

thence northeasterly along the Mount Hood Wilderness (1978 Addition) Boundary to the 

intersection with the Range line between sections 25 & 30, T.2S., R.7 & 8.E; 

 

T.2S., R.8E., W.M. 

 

Section 30 

 

thence North along the Range line 1500 feet more or less to a point 200 feet south of and 

perpendicular to the thread of Lost Creek; 

thence northeasterly parallel to and 200 feet southeasterly of the thread of Lost Creek, to the 

intersection of the section line between sections 30 and 19; 

 

Section 19 

 

thence northeasterly parallel to and 200 feet southeasterly of the thread of Lost Creek to a point 

200 feet southwesterly of and perpendicular to the thread of Short Creek; 

thence southeasterly parallel to and 200 feet southwesterly of the thread of Short Creek, across 

Forest Service road #1825-380, to a point 100 feet southerly of and perpendicular to the 

centerline of FS road #1825-380; 

thence southeasterly parallel to and 100 feet southerly of the centerline of FS road #1825-380, to 

the intersection of the section line between sections 19 and 20; 

 

Section 20 

 

thence northerly and then easterly parallel to and 100 feet easterly and southerly of the centerline 

of FS road #1825-380 to a point on the toe of the slope of Cape Horn, Latitude 45°22’57.5” 

North, Longitude 121°51’23.3” West; 

thence northerly and then easterly along the toe of the slope of Cape Horn to a point 200 feet 

southerly of and perpendicular to the thread of Lost Creek, Latitude 45°23’06.1” North, 

Longitude 121°50’58.9” West; 



thence southeasterly parallel to and 200 feet southwesterly of the thread of Lost Creek, to the 

intersection of the section line between sections 20 and 21; 

 

Section 21 

 

thence southeasterly parallel to and 200 feet southwesterly of the thread of Lost Creek, crossing 

an unnamed drainage into Lost Creek, to a point 200 feet southerly of and perpendicular to the 

junction of the thread of Lost Creek and an unnamed drainage, Latitude 45°22’45.1” North, 

Longitude 121°49’56.2” West; 

thence northeasterly parallel to and 200 feet southeasterly of the thread of the unnamed drainage, 

crossing FS road #1825-109, to a point on the toe of a west slope, Latitude 45°22’48.1” North, 

Longitude 121°49’33.5” West; 

thence northeasterly, crossing the unnamed drainage, and following the toe of the slope, to the 

intersection of the section line between sections 21 and 16; 

 

Section 16 

 

thence northeasterly, following the toe of the slope to the intersection of the section line between 

sections 16 and 15; 

 

Section 15 

 

thence northeasterly then southeasterly, following the toe of the slope, to the intersection of the 

section line between sections 15 and 22; 

 

Section 22 

 

thence southeasterly, following the toe of the slope to a point Latitude 45°23’16.4” North, 

Longitude 121°48’11.2” West, where the designation of the Sandy Wild & Scenic River, Upper 

portion changes from recreational to wild, said point being perpendicular to the thread of the 

Sandy River where it intersections the section line between sections 15 and 22; 

thence continuing along the toe of the slope to a point on the Mount Hood Wilderness (1978 

Addition) Boundary, Latitude 45°23’05.7” North, Longitude 121°47’56.9” West, to its 

intersection with the section line between section 22 and 23; 

 

Section 23 

 

thence southeasterly on a straight line approximately 6250 feet to a point on the side slope of a 

ridge, Latitude 45°22’26.4” North, Longitude 121°46’50.8” West; 

thence easterly on a straight line, crossing Rushing Water Creek to the intersection of the section 

line between section 23 and 24;  

 

Section 24 

 

thence easterly on a straight line, to a point in the thread of an unnamed drainage which flows 

into the Sandy River, Latitude 45°22’26.4” North, Longitude 121°46’30.5” West; 



thence southeasterly ascending the thread of the unnamed drainage, to the intersection of the 

section line between sections 24 and 25; 

 

Section 25 

 

thence southeasterly ascending the thread of the unnamed drainage to a point that is 1/8 mile 

southerly of and perpendicular to the thread of the Sandy River, Latitude 45°22’23.9” North, 

Longitude 121°46’24.5” West;  

thence southeasterly parallel to and 1/8 mile southerly of the thread of the Sandy River, to the 

intersection of the section line between section 25, T.2S., R.8E. and section 30, T.2S., R.8 ½ E.; 

 

T.2S., R.8 ½E., W.M. 

 

Section 30 

 

thence easterly parallel to and 1/8 mile southerly of the thread of the Sandy River, to the 

intersection of the section line between sections 30 and 29; 

 

Section 29 

 

thence northeasterly parallel to and 1/8 mile southerly of the thread of the Sandy River, to the 

intersection of the section line between sections 29 and 20; 

 

Section 20 

 

thence northeasterly to a point 1/8 mile southerly of and perpendicular to the head waters of the 

Sandy River, Latitude 45°22’25.9” North, Longitude 121°43’44.7” West; 

thence northwesterly on a straight line to a point 1/8 mile northerly of and perpendicular to the 

head waters of the Sandy River, Latitude 45°22’38.0” North, Longitude 121°43’51.7” West; 

thence southwesterly parallel to and 1/8 mile northerly of the thread of the Sandy River, to the 

intersection of the section line between sections 20 and 19; 

 

Section 19 

 

thence westerly parallel to and 1/8 mile northerly of the thread of the Sandy River, to the 

intersection of the section line between section 19 and section 30; 

 

Section 30 (second time) 

 

thence westerly parallel to and 1/8 mile northerly of the thread of the Sandy River, to the 

intersection of the section line between section 30 and section 19; 

 

Section 19 (second time) 

 

thence westerly parallel to and 1/8 mile northerly of the thread of the Sandy River, to the 

intersection of the section line between section 19, T.2S., R.8 ½E. and section 24, T.2S., R.8E.; 



T.2S., R.8E., W.M. 

 

Section 24 

 

thence westerly parallel to and 1/8 mile northerly of the thread of the Sandy River to the 

intersection with an unnamed drainage which flows into the Sandy River, Latitude 45°22’26.8” 

North, Longitude 121°45’43.0” West; 

thence northwesterly on a straight line to the crest of a ridge, Latitude 45°22’32.3” North, 

Longitude 121°45’46.2” West; 

thence northwesterly descending along the ridge to a point in the thread of Ramona Creek; 

thence northerly of and perpendicular to the thread of Ramona Creek 200 feet to a point, Latitude 

45°22’49.3” North, Longitude 121°46’12.8” West; 

thence northwesterly parallel to and 200 feet northeasterly of Ramona Creek, to the intersection 

of the section line between sections 24 and 23; 

 

Section 23 

 

thence northwesterly parallel to and 200 feet northeasterly of Ramona Creek, to the intersection 

of the section line between sections 23 and 14; 

 

Section 14 

 

thence northwesterly parallel to and 200 feet northeasterly of Ramona Creek to a point on the 

Mt. Hood Wilderness (1978 Addition) Boundary, Latitude 45°23’20.3” North, Longitude 

121°47’38.5” West; 

thence northerly along the Mt. Hood Wilderness (1978 Addition) Boundary, crossing the Muddy 

Fork of the Sandy River, to a point, said point being perpendicular to the thread of the Sandy 

River where it intersects the section line between sections 15 and 22 designating where the 

Sandy Wild & Scenic River, Upper portion changes from Wild to Recreational; 

thence continuing northerly along the Mt. Hood Wilderness (1978 Addition) Boundary, to a 

point in the thread of an unnamed drainage which flows into the Muddy Fork, Latitude 

45°23’45.9” North, Longitude 121°47’33.8” West; 

thence westerly on a straight line to the intersection of the section line between sections 14 and 

15; (to the junction of Bald Mountain Trail #784 and a point 200 feet north of and perpendicular 

to the thread of the Muddy Fork in section 15) 

 

Section 15 

 

thence westerly on a straight line to the junction of Bald Mountain Trail #784 and a point 200 

feet north of and perpendicular to the thread of the Muddy Fork of the Sandy River, Latitude 

45°23’47.5” North, Longitude 121°47’59.5” West; 

thence southwesterly parallel to and 200 feet northerly of the Muddy Fork, to the intersection of 

the section line between sections 15 and 16; 

 

 

 



Section 16 

 

thence southwesterly parallel to and 200 feet northerly of the Muddy Fork, to the intersection of 

the section line between sections 16 and 17; 

 

Section 17 

 

thence southwesterly parallel to and 200 feet northerly of the thread of the Muddy Fork to a point 

on the toe of the southern slopes of Last Chance Mountain, Latitude 45°23’23.9” North, 

Longitude 121°50’20.8” West; 

thence northwesterly along the toe of the slope to a point on the easterly edge of a sharp curve on 

FS road #1828, Latitude 45°23’30.9” North, Longitude 121°50’50.2” West; 

thence northwesterly, crossing FS road # 1828 to a point 100 feet northerly of and perpendicular 

to the centerline of FS road #1828; 

thence westerly parallel to and 100 feet northerly of the centerline of FS road # 1828 to a point 

on the toe of the slope, Latitude 45°23’34.9” North, Longitude 121°51’22.3” West; 

thence northerly along the toe of the slope to a point crossing the Clear Fork of the Sandy River, 

Latitude 45°23’52.1” North, Longitude 121°51’21.3” West; 

thence southerly along the toe of the slope, to the intersection of the section line between 

sections 17 and 18; 

 

Section 18 

 

thence southerly along the toe of the slope to a point 100 feet northerly of and perpendicular to 

the centerline of FS road #1828, Latitude 45°23’32.4” North, Longitude 121°51’35.0” West;  

thence southwesterly parallel to and 100 feet northwesterly of the centerline of FS road #1828, to 

the intersection of the section line between sections 18 and 19; 

 

Section 19 

 

thence southwesterly parallel to and 100 feet northwesterly of the centerline of FS road #1828, to 

a point 100 feet northwesterly of and perpendicular to the junction of FS roads #1828 and #1825; 

thence southwesterly parallel to and 100 feet northwesterly of the centerline of FS road #1825, to 

a point, Latitude 45°23’01.8” North, Longitude 121°52’25.2” West; 

thence westerly on a straight line to a point in the centerline of FS road #18, Latitude 

45°23’01.8” North, Longitude 121°52’27.1” West; 

thence southwesterly along the centerline of FS road #18, to the intersection of the section line 

between section 19, T.2S., R.8E. and section 24, T.2S., R.7E.; 

 

T.2S., R.7E., W.M. 

 

Section 24  

 

thence southwesterly along the centerline of FS road #18, to the intersection of the section line 

between sections 24 and 25; 

 



 

Section 25 

 

thence southwesterly along the centerline of FS road #18, to its intersection with the section line 

between sections 25 and 26; 

 

Section 26 

 

thence southwesterly along the centerline of FS road #18, to its intersection with the section line 

between sections 26 and 27, T.2S., R.7E., thence south on the section line between sections 26 

and 27, T.2S., R.7E., approximately 2640 feet to the point of beginning.  

 

 

The Sandy National Wild and Scenic River, Upper portion covers approximately 3610 acres 

(2684 acres of which lies within the recreation segment).  
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