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Tall tales of adventure unfold as we look into the past along the 
Skagit Wild and Scenic River System. Ancient peoples followed the 
rivers in rhythm with the seasons, supported in their lifestyles by 
the riches of the natural world. A pioneering spirit drew others 
here in search of gold, fur and timber. Settlers embraced a way of 
life connected to the resources. This life continues today faced with 
new challenges and rewards. As you travel throughout the river 
system experience the unique character of each segment: the 
Skagit, Cascade, Sauk, and Suiattle. Each river has its own complex 
communities, resources, histories and people to discover.

WHAT TO DO

Whether you want to shoot the rapids on a whitewater rafting 
adventure or leisurely paddle a canoe in serene waters, the Skagit 
Wild and Scenic River System provides some of the most outstand-
ing boating opportunities in the Pacific Northwest. The four rivers 
offer a range of conditions and challenges for the novice as well as 
the more experienced river user. A number of guides provide 
opportunities throughout the year to enjoy the river system.

Attractive campsites, easily accessible by water or land, are located 
along the rivers. Hiking trails lead into forest and mountain settings 
of unsurpassed beauty. Day use picnic areas and viewpoints along 
picturesque travel routes offer opportunities to interact with this 
extraordinary place. 

Wildlife abounds within the watersheds. Birdwatchers flock to the 
Skagit River during winter months when one of the largest popula-
tions of bald eagles in the lower 48 states can be found feeding on 
the salmon runs. Hunting and fishing are regulated by the Wash-
ington State Department of Fish and Wildlife. Common species to 
be found along the river system are deer, black bear, elk, waterfowl, 
salmon and trout.

For more information, please visit:  http://www.fs.usda.gov/mbs

The Skagit Wild and Scenic River System
in northwest Washington state, was established by Congress in 1978 (Sec 703 of PL 95-625, 11/10/1978). The system includes 
158.5 miles of the Skagit and its tributaries—the Cascade, Sauk, and Suiattle Rivers. Management of the Skagit Wild and 
Scenic River is consistent with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act Section 10(a) direction to protect and enhance the values that 
caused the Skagit Wild and Scenic River to be included in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System:

    Flows through public and private lands. Fifty percent of the system is in private ownership, 44 percent is National Forest
           Service land and 6 percent is owned by the State and other agencies.

 Managed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Forest Service, Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest.
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