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Glossary
Alluvium—Sediment deposits of sand, gravel, and clay product of flowing water.

Anthropogenic—Caused or produced by human activity.

Aviary—A large enclosure to hold birds.  

Biodiversity—The Convention on Biological Diversity, established by the United 
Nations, defines biodiversity as “the variability among living organisms from all 
sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems 
and the ecological complexes of which they are a part; this includes diversity 
within species, between species, and of ecosystems.” 56

Biogenic—The product of living organisms.

Endemic—Refers to species that are unique to a geographical area.

Endangered species—Species in immediate danger of disappearing 
completely—becoming extinct.

Fault breccia—Rocks formed by tectonic forces from broken fragments of 
minerals and other rocks.

Habitat—A place where a species lives.

Hydric soils—The National Technical Committee for Hydric Soils (NTCHS) 
defines hydric soils as “soils that formed under conditions of saturation, 
flooding, or ponding long enough during the growing season to develop 
anaerobic conditions in the upper part (Federal Register 1994). These soils, 
under natural conditions, are either saturated or inundated long enough 
during the growing season to support the growth and reproduction of 
hydrophytic vegetation.” 22

Hydrophytic plants—Plants adapted to aquatic conditions.

Intrusive rocks—Igneous rocks made of hardened magma that form below the 
surface.

Ecosystem—The Convention on Biological Diversity defines ecosystem as “a 
dynamic complex of plant, animal, and micro-organism communities and their 
non-living environment interacting as a functional unit.” 56

Ecosystem services—Benefits that humans obtain from nature.

Land cover—The physical material on top of the Earth’s surface.

Landforms—Shapes that describe the topography of the Earth’s surface.

Life zones—Broad bioclimatic units that bear a close relationship to natural 
and biologically meaningful landscapes. These were developed using the 
Holdridge model, in which precipitation and biotemperature data are used 
to delineate the zones, which are then classified based on latitudinal region, 
altitudinal belt, and humidity province.37

Lichens—Symbiotic organisms composed of both fungi and algae, or fungi and 
cyanobacteria.

Municipality—A political administrative subdivision used in Puerto Rico.

Mycology—The study of fungi or mushrooms, yeasts, and molds.

Primary forest—Forest that has not been anthropologically disturbed and has 
kept its original natural vegetation structure and species composition. Also 
called virgin forest. 

Ravine—Steep-sided valley smaller than a canyon, typically the result of erosion 
by running water.
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Riparian—Related to rivers and their immediate surroundings.

Secondary forest—Forest areas that have regrown after significant removal of 
its original vegetation so as to alter its original species composition.

Silviculture—The practice of planting and controlling the growth and 
composition of a forest. Silviculture is used for managing forests for timber 
production, wildlife, water, recreation, and aesthetics, among other uses or 
combination thereof. 

Soil complex—Soil mapping unit made of two or more types of soils. 

Species—A distinct group of living organisms that are capable of breeding 
among themselves.

Species richness—The number of different kinds of animals or plants that call a 
space home. 

Symbiosis—An interdependent relationship between two or more species.

Trade winds—Global wind currents that prevail in the tropics and subtropics 
worldwide, blowing from the northeast in the northern hemisphere and the 
southeast in the southern hemisphere. 

Trailhead—The place where a hiking trail begins.

Topography—The shape and features of the planet’s surface.

Wilderness—Land protected under The Wilderness Act of 1964 (Public Law 88–
577), which defines wilderness as “an area where the earth and its community 
of life are untrammeled by humans, where humans themselves are a visitor 
who does not remain; [and] an area of undeveloped U.S. federal land retaining 
its primeval character and influence, without permanent improvements or 
human habitation, which is protected and managed so as to preserve its 
natural conditions.” 57    

62



Abbreviations
ºC — degrees in Celsius

ºF — degrees in Fahrenheit

g/p/d — gallons per person per day

ha — hectares, a measurement of area. One hectare is equivalent to 2.47 acres.

km — kilometer

m — meter 

Mgal/day — million gallons per day

mm — millimeters 

pers. — persons

PR — Puerto Rico

UNESCO — United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization

U.S. — United States 

USDA — United States Department of Agriculture

yr — year
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